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beyond their capacity; their real " Scientific Frontier "
lay along the mountains in the north. And here they, too,
maintained their four great fortresses ; not ranged in a
square like the famous Austrian Quadrilateral, but en
Echelon one behind the other along the southern slopes of
the hills. Nisibis and Daras were in the forefront; Amida
and Edessa withheld in reserve behind them. And though
thus in the second rank, Amida got its full share of fighting
when the kings of resuscitated Persia began to make in-
vasions in their turn.
Amida's defences were perfected, and its arsenal formed,
by Constantius; and it was Constantius' great opponent
Sapor II who undertook its first memorable siege. The
great Sasj>anid Shah invaded the Roman territory with a
huge army of 100,000 men in the year 360. He had at
first intended to ignore the fortresses and to scour the
hinterland for plunder; but as he rode past the walls of
Amida an arrow struck his helmet, and he turned upon the
place like an angry bull. His summons was answered by
a volley from the balistce which slew the only son of his
chief auxiliary, Grumbates the king of the Chionites; and
Sapor swore to the bereaved father that he would not rest
till he had taken the city in revenge.
For seventy-three days he pressed his assaults with the
utmost fury and persistence. He brought up battering
rams and huge wooden towers constructed for him by
Roman deserters; and on one occasion he succeeded in
surprising one of the towers upon the river frontage, but
the seventy picked archers who occupied it were over-
whelmed by the garrison and slain. At last he breached
the walls ; and though some of the garrison (including the
historian Ammianus) cut their way through his lines on
the further side, and thus succeeded in escaping, the rest,
with all the inhabitants, were massacred in the ensuing
storm.
Yet Amida had at least performed the duty which is
ordinarily expected of a fortress. It had held back the tide
of invasion for the period of a whole campaign. Sapor
had lost a third of his army; and the season was too far